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PREFACE.

The publication of this book has been suggested by a sense of the difficulty

in using Dr. Williams' "Syllabic Dictionary" experienced by those -whose

knowledge of Chinese is confined to an acquaintance with the Peking dialect and

the TZ& Erh Chi. The pronunciation of Chinese characters, as transliterated by

Dr. Williams, is intended to form a "general average" of a number of dialects

rather than to represent the sounds heard in any particular locality, and the result

is a mixed species of Southern Mandarin which has proved so confusing that only

a sound knowledge of the official language in all its variations will enable one to

use the Dictionary with facility and prevent the page headings from being entirely

misleading. The possessors of this requisite amount of scholarship form, however,

but a small minority among those whose duties in this country render an ac-

quaintance with its language indispensable, and there must, in consequence, be

many students of Chinese whose patience when using the above work is often

sorely tried by repeated failures to find the commonest characters without reference

to the radical index or, failing here as often happens, to the "List of Difficult

Characters."

It is a matter for regret that the usefulness of a valuable and scholarly

work should be impaired by a defect which it was perfectly possible to avoid, but

it is hoped, notwithstanding, that the key which is now submitted to the considera-

tion of the Chinese-studying public will prove a partial remedy and that the above

difficulty will be in a great measure obviated.

The present Index comprises a re-arrangement of the characters in the

"Syllabic Dictionary" according to Sir T. Wade's system of orthography, the
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system which, forming the basis of the standard work of introduction to the study

of the Chinese language, is the most widely used and the most likely to outlive

its competitors. In borrowing the orthography of the Tzu Erh Chi, however, it

will be seen that the writer has instituted an arrangement of the sounds slightly

different from that adopted in the "
Peking Syllabary ;" the vowel u precedes its

modification ii, hs follows '^OM, sh follows seng, ss follows sou, and ts comes after

f'ou, but as these changes consist merely in placing the syllables in alphabetical

order it is not expected that they will be productive of any confusion. It will

also be noticed that the list of sounds is increased, by the addition of the character

Ji (jua), to four hundred and twenty-one.

Every care has been taken to make the references as correct as possible.

Very little pretension is made to scientific accuracy in other respects, and short-

comings may be discovered, but it is yet anticipated that the book will attain its

principal object and assist students of Chinese in meeting a widely-acknowledged

difficulty.

On another page will be seen a description of the arrangement, and at the

end of the book an appendix containing a list of the very few errors in the radical

index of Dr. Williams' Dictionary, which the writer has been able to discover

during four years' constant use of the work.

To Mr. Herbert A. Giles, of Her Britannic Majesty's Consular Service, the

writer is indebted for much useful assistance in settling several of the difficult

points which have from time to time arisen during the classification of so many

characters.

JAMES ACHESON.

I. M. Customs,

CANTON, 2Qtk November, 1879.



ARRANGEMENT.

The method of using Dr. Williams' Dictionary by means of this Index will

be sufficiently apparent to require little explanation. In order to facilitate re-

ference the characters have been arranged phonetically; all those coming under

the same sound and having a common primitive are grouped together, being further

subarranged according to the order of their respective radicals, so that the position

of a character in its particular group may be easily determined.

Characters having more than one sound appear under the several headings

to which they respectively belong.

Pronunciation and tones are given according to Sir T. Wade's system. The

figures on the right hand side of each character denote the page in the "
Syllabic

Dictionary" on which it will be found, and the accompanying small letter, a., b. or

c., shows, in addition, that it occurs in the 1st, 2nd or 3rd column counting from

the left.

The order of the syllables will be seen comprehensively on reference to the

"Table of Sounds."
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Yiian
8

Yuan1 -2"

Yiian
2

Yiian
1

Yuan 1
'1

Yuan1

Yiian1

Yuan4

Yiian 1

Yiian4

Yiian
1

Yuan 1 -3 '

Yuan5

Yuan1

Yuan8

Yiian
3

Yiian
8

Yiian
8

Yiian
1

Yiian
1

Yuan1

Yuan1

Yuan1

Yuan2

Yuan8

Yiian
8

1,141

1,133

1,138

1,133

1,137

1,133*

1,133

1,133
C

1,135
6

1,137

1,133

1,133"

1,133

l,132
a

l,131
a

l,132
a

1,132
6

l,138
a

1,132*

1,137

1,132*

1,136

1,136

1,132
6

1,040

1,137

l,137
a

1,137

1,132*

1,1 32
6

1,132

l,132
a

1,132*

449*

1,132

1,132
C

Yuan2

Yuan

Yuan
2

Yuan2

Yuan2

Yuan2

Yiian
2

Yuan2

Yiian
3

Yuan2

Yiian
2

Yiian
2

Yiian
2

Yiian
3

Yuan2

Yuan2-8-

Yiian
2

Yiian4

Yiian
2

Yuan2

Yuan
2

Yiian
2

Yuan4

Yiian
2

Yuan2

Yuan2

Yuan2

Yuan*

Yuan'

Yuan4

Yuan8

Yuan2

Yuan2

Yiieh
4

Yueh4

Yiieh
4

Yueh4

Yueh1 '4-

7C

r

a

m

YtTEH

1,136"

1,136

1,136"

l,136
a

1,133

1,133

1,135

1,134*

1,137

1,134

1,135'

1,135

1,135

1,135

l,138
e

1,136

1,135'

1,137*

1,135*

1,135

1,135*

1,135*

1,138

1,135

1,135

1,135

1,083

1,135'

1,133

232

1,136*

1,136*

1,136*

1,129'

1,180"

1,130*

,130

1,130



YUEH

Yueh1

Yueh1

Yueh
1*

Yiieh
4

Yueh
4

Yiieh
4

Yueh
4

Yueh
4

Yueh
4

Yueh
4

Yueh
4

Yueh
4

Yueh
4

Yiieh
4

Yiieh

Yiieh
4

Yueh
4

Yueh4

Yiieh
4

Yiieh
4

Yiieh4

Yueh4

Yueh4

Yiieh4

Yiieh4

Yiieh4

(124)

B 1,130*

1,130*

1,131

1,131"

1,131*

1,130

1,131
6

1,078
6

1,078
6

1,118*

18
6

1,078
6

1,118

1,117

1,117

1,117

1,116"

1,130

1,131

554a

1,117"

Yueh4

Yueh4

Yueh4

Yiieh
1

Yueh4

Yiieh
1

Yun2

Yiin
3

Yun3

Yun"

Yiin
2

Yiin
2

Yiin
4

Yiin
2

Yiin
2

Yiin*

Yiin 3

Yun1 '4 -

Yiin
4

Yiin
4

Yun4

Yiin4

Yun2

Yiin
2

Yiin
4

1,117*

1,117*

1,124
6

1,130*

1,131*

1,141

1,142

1,143
&

1,142
C

1,142
C

1,142

1,142"

1,145*

1,142*

1,142
C

1,142
C

1,143
C

1,145"

1,144
C

1,145"

1,145
C

1,145

1,142

1,143

1,143
C

Yiin
2

Yiin
2

Yiin
1

Yiin
4

Yiin
1

Yun4

Yun4

Yiin
1

Yiin
4

Yiin
4

Yiin
4

Yiin
2

Yiin
3

Yiin3

Yiin2

Yiin
3

Yiin2

Yun2

Yiin
2

Yiin
3

Yun4

Yiin3

Yiin
3

Yun4

Yiin4

Yiin1

YUN

l,143
a

1,143*

1,142

1,144
&

1,142"

1,144*

1,144

1,142*

1,144*

1,144"

1,144
6

1,132
C

1,143*

1,143*

l,143
a

1,143
6

l,143
a

1,142*

l,143
a

l,143
e

1,143*

1,143

l,104
a

1,055
&

l,142
a



APPENDIX.

LIST OF ERRORS IN THE RADICAL INDEX OF THE "SYLLABIC

DICTIONARY."

Page 1,163, column 8, near bottom,
- -

l^|
for 291 read 191.

1,168, 2, top, Jgg 98 984.

1,168, 3, middle,
- - JH 112 1,127.

1,168, 4, bottom,
- - $J 78 787.

1,168, 7, middle, - - ^ 108 1,081.

1,181, 3, near top,
-

-fjj
872 812.

1,192, 6, bottom,
-

4 722 742.

1,206, 8, middle,
- -

^ 388 378.

1,208, 2, do. -

Jf 386 380.

1,211, 2, bottom,
-

5jj
584 582.

1,220, 7, top, ft 46 464.

1,225, 3, middle,
- -

SB 679 674<

1,237, 9, bottom,
- - |f 1,078 1,087.





ERRATA.

Page



II ERRATA.

Page



ERRATA. Ill

ERRATA IN PAGE NUMBERS,

Page 13, column 1, near bottom,

> 16, 2, do.

47,

100,

109,

113,

119,

,, 119,

119,

3 do.

1, middle, for $



IV ERRATA.

Page 39, column 1, near middle, the character jS should follow uf in

same column, near top.

41, 2, do. the character ^ should follow 5^ in

page 40, column 2, bottom.

45, 1, do. the characters
jljjy kfa j|jj jfc^t

should

precede rtfl in page 44, column 3,

near middle.

Page 55, column 2, near top, omit the character
j|||.

95, 2, middle, insert the character %j^ after fr,

read Tai
4
, ^, 846

a

95, 2, bottom, the character
J4r

is 4th tone.
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