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[ABSTRACT] By wusing Giulio Aleni’s Tianzhu Jiangsheng
Yanxing Jiliie (A Brief Record of the Words and Deeds of the Incarnated
Lord of Heaven, 1635) and later adaptations as a thread, this article
explores how, and according to which strategy, the Jesus stories
contained in the Four Gospels were translated into Chinese during
the Ming-Qing Sino-Western encounter. Though Aleni’s work has
been well studied by recent scholars, it seems that its later editions
have not received an adequate amount of attention. This article
follows a new approach that first highlights Aleni’s adaptive and
syncretic method of Gospel translation, i.e., a stylistic fusion of
Chinese historical writings and Christ-centered narratives; through
detailed inter-textual comparisons between Aleni’s work and three
later adaptations dating from the Qing dynasty, it is shown how the
Gospel stories of Jesus’ life gradually lost their canonical nature, and
became in many ways localized and popularized in accordance with
the Chinese context. In comparison with other rigidly-constrained
scriptural translations, Aleni’s work and its later adaptations provide
another particular type of translation characterized by its hybrid
features (combination of scripture with history, and text with image).
Studying the evolution of these texts during the late imperial period
in China is not only beneficial to historical research; it can also
facilitate the search for more connections between early and modern
Chinese biblical translations.
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